Minerva YWinners 2005

Anita L. DeFrantz is recognized for helping female
athletes owercome decrimimsion at all kesels of spors.
An Clympic medalist in rowing, Vice President of che:
1584 Los Angeles Gemes Crgan@ing Commimea and
the first Amverican female and African-Amarican
serve on the intemational Olpmpic Committee, Anit
L. Defrantz is widely corsidered one af the most pows.
arful women in amateur spores. Throughour che past
oo dacadas, Anim L Defranc has used her powar mo
halp keve-ineama beys o grs obmin access o guality
sports experiences. She worked o ersure surplus
Tursds from the 1584 LA Olypmpics went to support mare than a theusand youth sport
organimciors, including Abiliy Frst which provides athletic opporunites for children
with developmenml challenges. The Loz Anpelies Amateur Advietic Foundatan which
Defrane heads. has also provided more than 150 millon dollars w hels bundreds of
CNEAISENTS Of CHEITEN @ngy Spors — mMany of Wwse ChIKINeN Mauim &S eoucs oo sarv
a5 menbors and coaches,

Sister jennie Lechtenberg, SMJM, urned her
jpassion for waching end desoton w children inoa
BUCCERE Sary that any corparntes CEO weaidd anvy
Aleer perving as & tescher sod administrator at locl
elementary and junior high schools far 30 years, Sster
Jennie faurded the natianaly and internadonally
rencwmed FLUENTE Leamning Cencer n 1985 and cone
Tnues m sarva as s Exacativa Direcoor, Simer jannis
broke nav ground with PLIENTE, n mult-generational
learrirg center far both chideen and adubts which
provides nesd-spedfic educrional instructan to over
3,000 economicelly and educadonally dissdvangges students each day. This amazingly
wifectiva teaching program with cermers in East and Souch Los Angaoles fas & near per-
fecn success rane wich the high school students it has helped — seeing them grduse
aned pacceed in life, Siver [ennie i widely reganded as 2 pioneer in family literacy and
broadly herlded a5 2 compassionate communicy leader. Her wiews ane sought oot by
Fresidents and mayors, sven the Frnce of YWales, Hue Sor Sister fannie, (oS the thou-
mnds of childnon who have been halped by PLENTE char mactar most.

Janice: Mirikitani s a2 modermn-day Renalssanos
waman, As an suthor, fanice has wrirren four bools
al paetry, edited rine anthelagies by women, chil-
drem and enmmunites of color and served as San
Francisco’s Poet Lawreate for o years, As an advo-
catz and orevtor of groundbreaking programs serv-
ing the poor and homelesz, fanice has devored her-
seff to those In the greacsse of need, She is the
Exeouriva Duracror of Gida Memarial Church and
tha Pragident of the Glide Feundation, which ageth-
er provide over fifyy widely hafed 3ocal programa
for the poor and marginalzed, especialy women and children. Overseeing an annu-
al 511 million budges, 2 diverse smff of 175 and a voluneer corps nearing 50,000,
Jamice, in parmership with her huskand the Roverond Cacll Willems. prasides ower
& comprehansive srray of programs designed oo halp peepls mave frem deapair to
hops and from dependency Do empowerment

Betry Ford's mme shone represents the great -
sade she has waged for over thirty years to raise
wwareness arcund the once mboo subject of breasz
cancer and 1o banish the shama of the grear mhoa
surrounding addiction. Since shi B gnterad & lile
of public service &3 the wile of Congressman Geralkd
Faed i 1948 vo this day, Betty Ford has focused her
energy and intellect and commitmert around the
i s of women, their rights and cheir health. As a
2 partner in her husband's politcl career and che
mather of fow, she has bsan 3 rale medal far eon-
fronting life's problemns wich dignity and withaur shame, She hos wrmed convention
on |ts head when need be even as First Lady, She hes been a ferce advocate for
thase sullering fram disexe and 2 vasal supporter of the quest for women's equal-
ity. The By Ford Cenver in Southen California, which she worked drelessly
extblsh, is the premier addicion treatment facilicy in the mazion haiping thowsands
eamn a secand chance ar life. Besry Ford has cowrageausly wiad her posicion of
peolitical prominence with grace, purpose and succass. This woman of pesceful
miaans has bactlod haraially in o eyl that could intimidate even Minerva herselt




